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While our Jarc historian is immensely useful for administrative purposes, her presence 
means even more to those we serve. Many of those in our care, especially older adults, 
don’t have family to reminisce with them about loved ones who have passed away.

“I hold memories for a lot people we serve,” Brandie shares. “I remember many people’s 
brothers and sisters. Their parents. Places they used to live with roommates who became 
close friends. And unless someone talks about them, their memories fade.”

Keeping memories alive is healing to the people we serve, and Brandie is one of the few Jarc 
staff able to do that. During her tenure, Brandie has also witnessed countless changes in a 
way that not many others at Jarc have experienced. 

“The world was a different place in 1986!” Brandie exclaimed. “People with disabilities 
used to be hidden away so that no one needed to deal with them. And now it’s the opposite. 
These are adult human beings and they need to be treated like it.” 

Brandie recalls that when she started working, meetings about care didn’t always include 
the individual. Now, these conversations are always with the person and those who the 
person chooses to include, and center around their personal goals. 

Inspiration from our Village
CHANGING LIVES FOR 40 YEARS

We’re very intentional about making 
Jarc a community, and not just an agency.

What started as a job has turned into a 40+ year career for 
District Manager and Team Lead, Brandie Whelan. Celebrating 
her 40th anniversary at Jarc, Brandie is the longest-term 
employee in Jarc’s 57-year history. 

What inspires her to stay are her connections with the people 
we serve and the impact that she has had. Brandie appreciates 
Jarc’s culture of inclusivity, which she has been a significant 
part of creating and maintaining. 

We work hard to make sure people can chase their passions. 
There has been a huge shift and I love that I have been a part of it.
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If Brandie’s commitment inspires you, donate in her honor at jarc.org/give.

Brandie’s devotion to caring for our community is a true inspiration. She exemplifies what 
it means to be part of Jarc’s village.

-Brandie Whelan

-Brandie Whelan



We can’t begin to imagine a summer without your support. And those we serve 
are fortunate that they don’t have to! Thank you for providing large events, social 
activities, learning opportunities, ice cream, therapy dogs, and unlimited smiles 
this summer. We are grateful that you are part of our village. Below are just a few 
of the summer’s photos. Follow us @JarcDetroit for more!

Follow us @JarcDetroit to get your regular dose of joy!

YOU GAVE A SUMMER OF JOY

An Evening with the Symphony, Jarc Fun Village, and Jarc Beats & Eats 
sponsored by The Ellen Labesz”l Festival Series

Ice cream social sponsored 
by the Elkus Family

Field day with Farber Hebrew Day 
School’s 4th and 5th graders

Hobbies & Hangouts, a program of Making Community Connections

BINGO!



A LEGACY OF ADVOCACY

At 92 years of age, Sheila Ordin has accomplished a lot 
in her life. A wonderful 71-year marriage, a beloved 
daughter and son-in-law, two grandsons and their 
wives, and four great grandchildren. While Sheila is 
proud of her family, her heroism began before they were 
all in the picture. Sheila was vital in transforming our 
community into a more accepting place.

Back in the 1950’s, Sheila’s aunt encouraged her and her 
cousins to join the Northwest Child Rescue Women, an 
organization that worked to improve the lives of people 
with developmental disabilities. Through this group, 
Sheila learned that young parents were encouraged to 
send their children with developmental disabilities to 
institutions and forget they were born. This infuriated her. What added fuel to her fire 
was that her aunt’s close friend, Sara Mittledorf, repeatedly tried to enroll her child 
with a developmental disability in social programs at the Jewish Community Center, and 
was rejected. 

Sheila didn’t understand. She couldn’t see a difference between Sara’s daughter and 
her daughter, and the idea of separating children was absurd. Thus began a lifetime of 
advocacy.

Sheila, Sara, and a small group of other committed women spent decades tirelessly 
raising awareness and money for this cause. While it was extremely difficult work filled 
with rejection, eventually the Jewish community truly heard them, and the Thursday 
Night Social Group was formed. This social group for young people with developmental 
disabilities became very popular and well-run. The program’s success paved the way to 
Jarc’s formation. 

(continued on back)

“
”

When they formed Jarc, it was the best thing they could have  
done, and I’m grateful to see how Jarc has grown. My work 
in the community was an uphill fight, but it’s amazing to see            
what people can do when they get together and refuse to give up.

At the point that Jarc was on the map and the 
community was funding their mission, Sheila’s 
grassroots work was over. 

Sheila’s daughter, Dee Dee, had spent her 
childhood joining her mother on all her advocacy 
and volunteer efforts and inherited her mother’s 
desire to make the world a kinder place. Dee 
Dee is proud of her mother for all her efforts 
and accomplishments and now is delighted to 
pass on this family value to her children and 
grandchildren. 

Sheila and Leoz”l Ordin

The Ordin / Kahn family in 2021

-Sheila Ordin
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Finding out that Dee Dee and Doug started the fund was 
one of the best moments of our marriage. I think Jarc has               
done an outstanding job enabling people to live their best lives.

Even though they now live in Arizona, the family maintains a connection to Michigan. 

“The Jewish Community in Detroit is a 
very special place. Many people don’t 
realize that until they move away,” 
shared Dee Dee.

With this generational value at the 
forefront of their lives, Dee Dee and 
Doug Kahn created the Sheila and 
Leoz”l Ordin Social Club Fund in 2023 
in their parents’ honor. The fund 
gives people served by Jarc and living 
independently different opportunities 
in the community. Most recently, a 
group visited the Museum of Illusions 
Detroit, and a larger group traveled to                                                                                                              
Michigan’s Adventure, thanks to the fund.

While Leo has since passed away, Sheila is thrilled that their legacy will continue 
through Jarc.

“Dad was the most wonderful, caring man. 
My mom was able to do all the volunteer work 
because Dad was totally supportive of all her 
efforts,” shared Dee Dee.

Now, Sheila is living in a senior living 
community and her dedication to giving 
continues. Five years ago, Sheila started Needle 
Nuts, a knitting group that makes blankets, 
hats, scarves, sweaters, and more for children 
in foster care. Together, the group has donated 
more than 500 items.

“I am a cancer patient, and everyone here has 
aches, pains, and disabilities. I have found that 
while you’re doing something for someone 
else, you’re not thinking about that.” Sheila 
commented.

Sheila’s positivity and desire to give are a gift to 
everyone she has come across in her long life. 
We at Jarc are incredibly fortunate to have Sheila 
and her wonderful family as part of our village.

Some of Jarc’s Social Club on an outing

A group enjoying Michigan’s Adventure

-Sheila Ordin


